
Introduction to UCAS

UCAS are the Universities and Colleges Admissions Service
If you decide to apply to University you’ll use UCAS to submit your 
applications through UCAS.

This session will cover:
• Some of the reasons to consider University
• How to start your application
• The admissions process



We know that these are uncertain times and not the circumstances you thought you’d be studying in.

The future might seem uncertain but Nottingham College is here to help support you to continue your 
studies and to move on when they’re completed so that you can have the best opportunity to have the 
future that you want.

Remember to be kind to yourself and to ask for support if you need it.

This session will cover:
 Some of the reasons to consider University
 How to start your application
 The admissions process



An introduction to 

We know that these are uncertain times and not the 
circumstances you thought you’d be studying in.

The future might seem uncertain but DANCOP are here to 
help support you to continue your studies and to move on 
when they’re completed so that you can have the best 
opportunity to have the future that you want.

Remember to be kind to yourself and to ask for support if you 
need it.



These celebrities all 
went to University

English Literature

Criminology and Physiology

Electrical Engineering

EconomicsTheatre Arts

English

Biology

Increase your earning potential and 

employment prospects

Graduates earned £10,000 more on average in 

2018 and had higher levels of employment

Opportunity to develop essential skills 

e.g. communication, organisation, time management, 

teamwork, problem solving

Increase your knowledge in a subject you love

People often don’t realise how many different 

courses are available

Student life

Live independently, explore hobbies and interests 
and make friends for life
Check out these videos for a taste of what student 
life is really like

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/graduates-continue-to-benefit-with-higher-earnings
https://www.topuniversities.com/student-info/careers-advice/five-soft-skills-you-develop-university
https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/what-and-where-study/ucas-undergraduate-what-study
https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=university+life


Get Started 

Go to search.ucas.com and do your research on universities, courses you are interested in and entry requirements

https://digital.ucas.com/search


Things to think about and 
research before applying

Exactly what you need to research will be personal to you, your 
life and exactly what you want to get out of studying, but these 
questions are a good starting point.

• Are there any subjects you particularly enjoy or excel at?

• Which Universities are known for being good at the subject 
you want to study?

• What are the typical entry requirements for the courses 
you’re interested in?

• What is your dream career? Are there any qualifications 
you’ll need to get started in it?

• Do you want to live at home or move out while studying? If 
you’d like to move out how far away would you like to go?

Not sure what to study?

You might find this from UCAS quiz useful

https://www.ucas.com/careers/buzz-quiz

https://www.ucas.com/careers/buzz-quiz
https://www.ucas.com/careers/buzz-quiz


First of all you’ll need to register at https://www.ucas.com/students

You can link your application to your school by entering a Buzzword.

Linking your application means that the school will be able to provide

you with a reference and verify that you’ve studied here.

Ask your teacher for the Buzzword for your school

It is free to register with UCAS but you will need to pay a fee of £25

when you send off your application.

Getting started with your application

https://www.ucas.com/students


Information you’ll need to fill in
Personal details

Add your funding and sponsorship options, residential 

status, whether you have any special needs/disabilities and 

any criminal convictions 

Add an appropriate email address and then verify this email

You can also give a parent/guardian nominated access if 

you’d like them to be able to speak to UCAS on your behalf

Additional Information 

Add ethnic origin, any summer schools or taster 

sessions you have attended, parental education 

and occupational background 

Education
You must enter all of your qualifications – even results you are still 

waiting for

Choose *below honours degree level qualification* as the highest 

level qualification

You only need to add institutions where you have gained or will be 

gaining qualifications

Enter your current qualifications with the results as “pending”

If you’ve had any paid jobs include these details

Company names

Addresses

Job title

Job description

Start/finish dates

Employment



Student Finance

UCAS don’t arrange student finance but if you’re 

looking for financial support, you can give permission 

for UCAS to share your information which speeds up 

the process of getting a loan. 

You can apply for Student Finance here 

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance

https://www.gov.uk/student-finance


You can choose up to FIVE courses. These don’t have to be in 
preference order and the universities won’t know where else 
you’re applied

Don’t choose courses at University you haven’t visited!

Check entry requirements and your predicted grades carefully 
(including anything relating to GCSE results)  

Pick at least one course with a lower set of grade requirements 
– just in case 

Choices



UCAS Points translate your qualifications 
and grades into a numerical value. 

Some Universities refer to UCAS Points in 
their course entry requirements. 

Some courses will want you to have a 
minimum number of UCAS Points but don’t 
mind what qualifications those Points come 
from. Others might specify that your Points 
might have come from certain types or 
numbers of courses.

You can calculate your UCAS Points here

UCAS Points

https://www.ucas.com/ucas/tariff-calculator


This is your opportunity to show why you want to study the courses you’re 
applying for. 

The limit for personal statements is 4000 characters and 47 lines. 

There are loads of resources online to help you write an amazing personal 
statement, but remember that it should sound like you and not a corporate 
robot.

Work on your personal statement in Word before copying it into the UCAS 
website as the website times out after 30 minutes.

Your personal statement can make a massive difference to your application so 
don’t leave it until the last minute and rush it.

Personal Statement

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/how-write-ucas-undergraduate-personal-statement


Reference

This will be written by your tutor or teacher who knows you academically and will help 
to support your application. 

Your tutor will probably be asked to do a lot of references so be polite when you ask 
for it and don’t leave it until the last minute to ask for it!

This will be written by your tutor or teacher who knows you academically and will help to support your application. 

Your tutor will probably be asked to do a lot of references so be polite when you ask for it and don’t leave it until 
the last minute to ask for it!

Reference



Applying for Medicine, Veterinary Science or 
Medicine, Dentistry or to Oxford or Cambridge?

There are a couple of special conditions to be aware of if you are applying to one of these courses or 
Universities.

You can only apply to a maximum of 4 Medicine, Veterinary Science or Medicine or Dentistry 
courses and these courses have an earlier application deadline than other types of courses. You 
can apply for an alternative undergraduate course after the deadline for these has passed, but 
you can still only apply for a maximum of 5 courses overall.

You can only apply to one course at either the University of Oxford or the University of Cambridge 
and there is an earlier application deadline. You can still apply for a maximum of 5 courses overall 
and can apply to your other choices before the general deadline.

The deadline for applying to Oxford or Cambridge or for Medicine, Veterinary Science or Medicine 
and Dentistry is 15th October.



Responses Once you’ve sent off your application you’ll start receiving responses from the courses you applied to. 
The responses you receive will be one of the below

Conditional Offer
You’ve been offered a place as long as you meet a 

condition such as getting certain grades in your 

qualifications.

OR they may offer you a place on an alternative 

course

Unconditional Offer
You’ve been offered a place and don’t have to meet 

any other criteria

Decline
You haven’t been offered a place on the course this 

time. If all of the courses you apply to decline you 

then you can still apply through UCAS Extra or 

Clearing or talk to your teachers about other options

Once you have received all of your replies you 

choose ONE as your FIRM choice and ONE as 

your INSURANCE choice. All other offers are 

declined.  

What next?



UCAS Extra (25 Feb – 4 July)

If you have used all five choices and have no offers or have 

declined all offers. You could add Extra choices for 

consideration one at a time.

Clearing (early July to October)

If you have no offers, have not met the conditions of an offer, 

or have applied after 30th June deadline.

Adjustment (up to five days mid – end August) 

If you have gained better results than the conditional offer you 

hold, you could apply for a different course or university.

UCAS Extra, Clearing and Adjustment



5th September – completed applications can be submitted to UCAS.

15th October – deadline for Oxford or Cambridge, and most courses in 

medicine, dentistry, or veterinary medicine/science.

15th January – deadline for the majority of undergraduate courses 

(schools/colleges often set December deadlines).

30th June – last date to submit an application before Clearing.

Important deadlines



Resources to help you with your 
application

Talk to current students at lots of Universities via UniBuddy

UCAS have a really useful personal statement How To and Work 
Sheet.

Keep track of any updates related to Coronavirus that might 
affect your application here

Attend a virtual open day to see which Universities you might 
want to apply to.

If you have any questions talk to your tutor or the DANCOP 
team dancop@nottinghamcollege.ac.uk

https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students
https://www.ucas.com/file/4251/download?token=KIC9lMgH
https://www.ucas.com/file/4261/download?token=u7I6M9Q5
https://www.ucas.com/coronavirus
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/events/find/scheme/virtual-and-digital?keywords=
mailto:dancop@nottinghamcollege.ac.uk


If you’ve got questions about going to University you might find it useful to 
speak to a current student.
UCAS have platform that allows you to talk to students at different 
Universities https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students to ask about anything 
to do with University

Level Up During Lockdown!
To be in with the chance of winning 
£50 of Amazon vouchers complete 
the form here!

https://www.ucas.com/chat-to-students
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=qEcINvP95k23yEVyyRxbgVnorERx1CdMjAFl2UmmKYNUREpQT1RENDNHQkY4UUFZRVlPUjNDUVJVSC4u

