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Standard Visitor Visa for Study 

 
You can use the Standard Visitor Visa to come to the UK to study up to six months at an accredited 
educational provider such as Nottingham College.   
 
Do you need entry clearance to visit the UK?  First you need to determine whether you are a visa 
national or a non-visa national.  You can do this by checking whether the country you are a citizen of 
appears on the visa national list (www.gov.uk/check-uk-visa). 
  

Visa nationals 
  
If you are a visa national, you must apply for entry clearance as a visitor before you travel to the UK.  
It is advisable to carry with you all the documents that you submitted with your entry clearance 
application, when you travel to the UK.  The Border Force Officer may ask to see these documents 
when you arrive in the UK. 

    
Non-visa nationals 
  
If you are a non-visa national, you do not need to apply for entry clearance before you travel to the 
UK if you wish to study as a visitor for up to 6 months.  If you choose not to apply for entry 
clearance, then you can apply to enter the UK as a visitor on arrival at the port of entry.   
  
If you do not obtain entry clearance before you travel to the UK, you will need to produce all the 
documents to support your application to enter the UK as a visitor to the UK Border Force Officer 
when you arrive in the UK.  The documents you will need to bring with you are: 
  

 the Confirmation letter from Nottingham College confirming the study that you wish to do in the 
UK as a visitor and, 

 evidence of your finances that you are able to fund your stay in the UK and return journey  
   
If you are under 18, your parent(s)/legal guardian(s) must give you permission.  Your 
parent(s)/guardian(s) need to provide their written consent to your travel, reception, and care in the 
UK.  
 
Please make sure you carry your parent(s)/legal guardian(s) consent letter with you together with all 
the other documents listed above. 
  

EU, EEA and Swiss nationals 
 
Nationals from the EU, EEA and Swiss nationals are also non-visa nationals if they wish to visit the UK 
for up to six months or less.  If you are a national from one of these countries, you have the option 
to either apply for entry clearance as a visitor (before you travel to the UK) or for permission to 
enter as a visitor at a port of entry in the UK (on arrival in the UK).  Nationals from the EU, EEA and 
Switzerland are also allowed to use eGates to enter as a visitor for a period of up to six months.       
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The use of eGates 
 
Nationals from Australia, Canada, Japan, New Zealand, Singapore, South Korea and the United States 
of America are eligible to use the eGates.  Even though nationals from these countries are non –visa 
nationals and they have the option to either apply for entry clearance before they travel to the UK or 
to apply for permission to enter as a visitor (on arrival in the UK), nationals of these countries are 
also allowed to use eGates. 
  
Please note that the use of eGates to enter the UK as a visitor will mean that you do not receive a 
stamp endorsed in your passport as you do not see a Border Force Officer in order to use an eGate.  
When using eGates you will be allowed to enter the UK as a visitor for a period of six months.  It is 
important that you keep some form of evidence of the date you arrived in the UK such as paper or 
electronic boarding pass or an e-ticket if you use eGates.  This will help you remember the exact 
duration of your six months stay and you will also be required to produce this evidence when you 
arrive at the College. 

   
Applying for a Standard Visitor visa 
 
If you are a visa national you will need to apply for a Standard Visitor visa (as stated above).  You 
must apply online before you travel to the UK and attend an appointment at a visa application 
centre. A standard visitor visa costs 95 GBP for six months.  The earliest you can apply is 3 months 
before you travel.  You must provide a valid travel document such as a passport. 
 
Your application must include the Confirmation letter from Nottingham College.  You must also 
provide evidence you have enough money to support yourself whilst you are in the UK.  You will 
need to show you can pay for your flight, tuition fees, accommodation, and living expenses.  Please 
note if you have paid for your tuition and accommodation fees (the College’s confirmation letter will 
contain this information) this can be deducted from the total sum you will need to have whilst you 
are in the UK. 
 
If you are under 18 you must also provide a written consent letter from your parent(s)/legal 

guardian(s) stating that they give permission to your application, your living and care arrangement in 

the UK, your travel, and reception arrangements in the UK. 

The documents you will need to submit must be original.  You will also have to provide a translation 

of any documents which are not in English.  You will need to submit your completed application to 

your nearest UK visa application centre.   Please refer to the Home Office’s website on supporting 

documents.   

 Please make sure you carry your parent(s)/legal guardian(s) consent letter with you together with 

all the other documents listed above.  


