
                       

                                                                        

Chief Inspector Richard Stapleford 

Nottinghamshire Police 

West Bridgford Police Station 

Rectory Road 

West Bridgford 

NG2 6 BN 

 

 

Dear Student, 

Two-year accelerated degree in Professional Policing 

My name is Richard Stapleford and I am a Chief Inspector for Nottinghamshire 

Police. 

The reason I am writing to you is because you are in your final year at sixth-form 

college, and are approaching a time where you may be considering entering higher 

education to undertake a degree course.  

If this is indeed the case, I would like to introduce you to a brand new degree which 

is being offered by the University of Derby and commences in September 2020. The 

degree is a two year ‘fast track’ or ‘accelerated’ degree in Professional Policing and 

this forms part of the College of Policing’s ‘Pre Join Degree’ entry route into policing. 

This two-year degree is pioneering in so far as no other University in the country is 

currently offering a two-year fast track degree in Professional Policing; all pre-join 

degrees at present are of three years duration.  

As part of this offer, Nottinghamshire Police are providing opportunity to students 

who enrol, to become Special Constables with Nottinghamshire Police. This is again 

a pioneering approach as no other police force in the country is offering this 

opportunity for pre-join degrees.  

The course content of the two-year degree is exactly the same as the three-year 

degree programme; there are 17 modules in the three-year degree and there are 17 

modules in the two-year degree. In order to accommodate the additional learning, 

the university is simply adding an extra third summer semester onto each year.  

 

 



                       

 

There are 2 routes to this degree: the ‘knowledge only’ route where students are 

given the knowledge and understanding required to become a police officer and the 

‘Special Constable’ route, where students are given opportunity to put ‘theory into 

practice’ by becoming a Special Constable working on division within 

Nottinghamshire. 

The two-year degree offers several key benefits; the first of which relates to cost. It is 

clear that financing any degree can be very expensive. Students who enrol on this 

degree will make significant savings when compared to the average three year 

degree course. There will also be significant savings associated with reduced living 

costs. I am sure will be very attractive for many students.  

Another key benefit relates to workplace accessibility. Students who undertake this 

degree will secure an opportunity to enter the workplace a year early. At a time when 

policing is opening up its recruitment doors and taking on more staff it really is a 

good opportunity for students to enter the workplace a year early and start earning a 

good salary. 

A further benefit for both the student and Nottinghamshire Police relates to 

employability. Employability for those students on the two-year degree and in 

particular those choosing the Special Constable route will increase significantly. 

Students on this degree will not only receive key knowledge, but also significant 

insight into the role of the police constable This will not only place the student in a 

strong position when it comes to the local police recruitment process post degree, 

but it will also make the student a very attractive proposition for our Chief Constable. 

By way of reward, our Chief Constable has stated that students who perform well on 

the Special Constable route, will be given a direct entry into the National Police 

SEARCH Assessment Centre. This means that the student will bypass the local 

force application and sifting phase of the recruitment process which historically sifts 

out a significant percentage of applicants. 

Finally, in terms of who we would like to apply for this degree programme; we need 

applicants who are committed, prepared to work hard, understand the unique 

commitments required to complete a degree in 2 years and who have the diverse 

experiences and a skill set that can be used in a policing context.  Because we strive 

to ensure our organisation truly reflects the diversity of our communities we also 

really want members of underrepresented communities to apply.   

 

 

 

 



                       

 

For more information about the degree and how to apply, please: 

 Scan the below QR code. This will enable you to submit your expression of 

interest with Nottinghamshire Police, so that we can assist and support you 

through the application / recruitment process. 

 

 Visit the University of Derby webpage following the below link or by typing ‘2-

year policing degree at Derby University’ into a ‘search engine’. All the 

information you will need about the course and how to apply can be found 

here.  

 

 

Yours Sincerely 

 

 

University of Derby 

webpage link: 

 

https://www.derby.ac.u

k/undergraduate/policin

g-courses/professional-

policing-accelerated-

ba-

hons/?utm_source=goo

gle&utm_medium=cpc

&utm_campaign=ug+re

cruit+blss+css&gclid=E

AIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi

6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAA

YASAAEgK4N_D_BwE 

 
 

https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE
https://www.derby.ac.uk/undergraduate/policing-courses/professional-policing-accelerated-ba-hons/?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=ug+recruit+blss+css&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIncu_7YSi6AIViLPtCh3czQViEAAYASAAEgK4N_D_BwE

